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HOW TO KEEP YOUNG MEN IN THE SUN- 
DAY-SOHOOL. 

This is an important subject. The 
church is the great reservoir of moral and 
religious life. The Sunday-school is one 
of the inlets to the reservoir. Graded 
classes in a Sunday-school, in my opinion 
accomplish the purpose of keeping young 
men in the Sunday-school better than un- 
graded ones. The teacher must keep 
ahead of the scholars in Christian know- 
ledge. A zealous teacher will work to 
adapt the lesson to the understanding of 
the class, and in adapting the lesson to 
the intelligence and perception of the 
scholars there will be an opportunity to 
win them to Christ and keep them in the 
school. Zeal is not always approved, 
but a warm Sunday-school, where the 
officers, teachers and scholars are brought 
in close communication, is likely to be 
more successful than one in which cold 
discretion is conspicuous in the exercise 
of authority over the sessions. Cold dis- 
cretion brings an icicle feeling over the 
young, while a warm, zealous, practical 
application of the lessons stirs up the 
blood, quickens the soul, and produces a 
sense or conception of God's prevading 
influence in such a gathering. 

When young men display that they have 
a store of useful knowledge on hand their 
talents and knowledge should be made use 
of for the benefit of others. The Sunday- 
school is the field for churches that have 
young men and women of capable endow- 
ments that want something to do. Young 
men who wish to develop their Christian 
characters must have some kind of relig- 
ious work to occupy the long evenings or 
spare hours of winter. To go Sabbath 
after Sabbath and listen to a sermon (even 
if it is interesting) or to answer the print- 
ed questions of the Sunday-school lesson, 
will not make faithful, steadfast Chris- 
tians of the young. Young Christians are 
more apt to grow in grace and become 
stable if put to work. The faithful, young 
teacher in charge of a few scholars is 
more apt to become a valuable member of 
the Church, and learns that peculiar es 
sence and balm of the Gospel—to think 
and work for others. 

My sympathy and affections go out af- 
ter all zealous efforts to keep the young 
men under religious influences—and it 
sometimes needs a good deal of shrewd 
tact to do so. 

Tact, in the management of a Sunday- 
school, and, the use of tact by the officers 
and the teachers in keeping the young 
men in the Sunday-school is necessary, 
first, last, and all the time. With tact 
order and success are possible. The tact 
that will apply to one school, or one class 

of scholars, may not be suitable to anoth- 
er. The tact that should be brought into 
play is like deep water, it should run still; 
but good sense and kindliness should 
sparkl^and glitter and dance on the sur- 
face without leaving an impression of 
their presence or imparting a knowledge 
as to the length, breadth and depth their 
refreshing and vivifying influence and ac- 
tivity may extend over, or throughout the 
school.—Reformed Church Messenger. 

0HEI8TIAN CONTENTMENT. 

Many a man will tell us that he has ac- 
cepted his lot of hardship, while beneath 
the surface there is the unexpressed protest 
that only waits for the opportunity to 
break forth in rebellious word. It is said 
that Byron carried ordinarily an exterior 
of quiet repose, while the deepest cur- 
rents of his soul were in wildest turbu- 
lence of passion. To the observer he 
might have seemed content with his bitter 
loneliness, the fruit of a debased life. 
But in reality there could not be rest of 
soul. Inward revolt against circumstanc- 
es was his uniform habit. 

Many a one has resolved that the 
storms of life shall not becloud the face 
and reveal the tale of inward sorrow ; has 
studiously purposed that smiles, not tears, 
shall be the uniform habit; that by self- 
discipline, by all the arts of worldly con- 
cealment, by dress, by song, and by glit- 
tering exterior there shall be a semblance 
of rest. But the effort is impossible. 
Far down beneath the surface the soul, 
"like the troubled sea,'" will sooner or 
later "cast up mire and filth." 

No, all this is not contentment. 
Where this is found it is sure to be in 
harmony with God and His providence in 
the deepest sense. And all this is the re- 
sult of continual "looking unto Jesus," of 
a holy trust day by day, of a personal in- 
tercourse with God in prayer, of a lively 
sense of His favor through the merit of 
His Son. It may not be always an over- 
flowing emotion ; rather it is that content- 
ment which, joined to godliness, is "great 
gain." For such "godliness," having 
contentment as its chief characteristic, 
"is profitable unto all things, having the 
promise of the life that now is, and of 
that which is to come." 

NEVER sacrifice a right principle to ob- 
tain a favor. The cost is too great. If 
you cannot secure what is right and need- 
ful for you by square and manly conduct, 
better do without it by all odds. A little 
self-denial is better than dishonor. 

EVERY time a Christian goes wrong he 
makes it harder for some sinner to go 
right. 

Matrimonial. 

GARBERICK—HARTMAN.—At my 
residence, Henry M. Garberick and Eliz- 
abeth A. Hartman, Nov. 10. 

A. S. MENAUGH. 
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